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Relations between the world’s two biggest powers, the U.S. and China, have been in free fall 

over the past five years amid the trade war launched by the Trump administration. Ties have remained 

strained despite the change in administration in Washington, with meetings between top officials, in 

Alaska and then in Tianjin, marked by their rancour. It is this perilous state of ties that likely prompted 

U.S. President Joe Biden to call his counterpart Xi Jinping on Friday, the first time they spoke since a 

conversation in February not long after Mr. Biden’s inauguration. While Mr. Biden wanted “to ensure 

competition does not veer into conflict”, Mr. Xi agreed both sides needed to “get the relationship right”, 
but underlined the repeated Chinese view that the troubles were “due to the U.S. policy on China”. Part 

of the Biden administration’s stated broader approach of competing with China where required but 

cooperating where possible, the U.S. has sought Chinese cooperation in Afghanistan after its disastrous 

exit, which has been celebrated by the state media in China, and also on climate change, which is a 

priority for this administration. At the same time, both sides have clashed on issues including human 

rights in Xinjiang, Hong Kong, Taiwan, South China Sea actions, and the contentious inquiry into the 

origins of COVID-19. 

The Chinese side, for its part, has made clear it seeks concessions on some of the thorny issues 

before it will agree to discuss working together on others. In the July talks in Tianjin, Chinese officials 

presented two “lists” of demands to the U.S., including unconditionally revoking visa restrictions on 

Communist Party members and withdrawing an extradition request for Meng Wanzhou, the chief 

financial officer of tech firm Huawei who is on trial in Canada. The Chinese side has also demanded the 

U.S. change its stance on the COVID-19 inquiry, where Washington has led calls for a more transparent 

investigation. The Chinese Foreign Minister likened U.S. calls for cooperation on climate change as 

seeking “an oasis” surrounded by desert. The “oasis”, he argued, would “sooner or later be desertified”. 
With the U.S. unlikely to agree to China’s preconditions, the state of relations is likely to endure. If the 

Chinese argument that it is unrealistic to insulate points of discord from a broader relationship is not 

entirely unreasonable, it is notable that Beijing’s officials have rejected that precise argument with 

regard to the strained relations with India, which has said cooperation on trade and other fronts cannot 

continue while the LAC remains in crisis. On the contrary, Beijing has hit out at New Delhi for “wavering 

and backpedalling” in its China policy, demanding that it keep the border “in an appropriate position”. If 

cooperating while in conflict appears an unreasonable proposition for China when it comes to ties with 

the U.S., it is unfathomable how it expects India to take a very different stand on bilateral relations. 

 

 

 amid (preposition) – in the middle of, 

surrounded by; during. 

 free fall (noun) – sudden decline of something; 

relating to something declining rapidly. 

 trade war/tariff war (noun) – a condition in 

which a country increases tariffs on foreign 

goods and imposes quota restrictions to 

restrict other countries’ trade. 

 administration (noun) – regime, government. 

 ties (noun) – association, relationship, bond, 

connection. 

 strain (verb) – hurt, damage, impair. 

 strained (adjective) – damaged, impaired, 

awkward, troubled, embarrassed. 

 mark (verb) – indicate, signify, represent, 

denote.  

 rancour (noun) – bitterness, hate, resentment/ 

hostility, hatred. 

 perilous (adjective) – dangerous, risky, 

precarious, insecure, life-threatening. 

 likely (adverb) – probably, in all probability, 

presumably, doubtlessly. 

 prompt (verb) – cause, encourage, stimulate, 

impel, urge. 

 counterpart (noun) – someone or something 

that has the same job or purpose as another; 

equivalent, equal, fellow. 
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 inauguration (noun) – the formal admission of 

someone to the office; introduction, 

formation, beginning (of something). 

 veer (verb) – change, deviate, diverge. 

 underline (verb) – emphasize, underscore, 

highlight. 

 sought past participle seek (verb) – ask for, 

request, appeal for. 

 state media (noun) – government/state-

controlled media, or government/state-owned 

media.  

 contentious (adjective) – controversial, 

disputable, debatable.  

 for one’s part (phrase) – from one’s 

standpoint, in one’s opinion, in one’s view.  

 make clear (phrase) – explain, clarify, 

elucidate. 

 concession (noun) – compromise, adjustment, 

modification; allowance, exception. 

 thorny (adjective) – problematic, tricky, 

delicate, controversial. 

 unconditionally (adverb) – without 

conditions/terms. 

 revoke (verb) – cancel, repeal, reverse, 

abrogate. 

 extradition (noun) – the action of 

surrendering/handing over a fugitive (a person 

who has escaped from being confined/accused 

of a crime) from one jurisdiction to another by 

mutual agreements between the two 

countries. deportation, handover, expulsion. 

 trial (noun) – legal action, court case, lawsuit. 

 on trial (phrase) – being prosecuted in a court 

of law. 

 stance (noun) – position, approach, 

standpoint. 

 call (for) (noun) – requirement, demand, need, 

necessity. 

 liken (verb) – compare, equate, correlate. 

 oasis (noun) – a small patch of vegetation 

surrounded by desert; a fertile land in a desert. 

 sooner or later (phrase) – eventually, in the 

end, finally. 

 desertify (verb) – to become desert.  

 unlikely (adjective) – doubtful, implausible, 

improbable, questionable. 

 precondition (noun) – prerequisite, necessary 

condition, requirement, necessity, imperative. 

 endure (verb) – tolerate, withstand, sustain, 

put up with, go along with, suffer. 

 insulate (verb) – protect, safeguard, shield. 

 discord (noun) – strife, conflict, friction, 

hostility, disagreement, lack of agreement, lack 

of harmony. 

 precise (adjective) – exact, accurate, specific. 

 with regard to (phrase) – regarding, 

concerning, with respect to, in respect of, with 

reference to. 

 front (noun) – a particular sphere of 

activity/operation. 

 on the contrary (phrase) – conversely, just the 

opposite. 

 hit out (phrasal verb) – criticize, attack, 

denounce, lash out, castigate. 

 waver (verb) – be undecided, be irresolute, be 

indecisive, hesitate, vacillate, fluctuate. 

 backpedal (verb) – back down on, go back on, 

withdraw, backtrack . 

 proposition (noun) – premise, concept, idea. 

 unfathomable (adjective) – difficult to 

understand; incomprehensible, cryptic, 

mysterious, perplexing/bewildering. 

 stand (noun) – standpoint, position, approach, 

policy, perspective. 

 bilateral (adjective) – involving two groups or 

countries. 

************************************************************************************ 

 

 

Daniil Medvedev’s stunning straight-sets victory over World No.1 Novak Djokovic brought the 

curtains down on one of the most eventful editions of the US Open in recent memory. In the lead-up, 

the script was laid out perfectly — of Djokovic trying to become the first man since Rod Laver in 1969 to 

win all four Majors of the year and securing a record 21st Grand Slam title to take him past Roger 

Federer and Rafael Nadal in the all-time tally. But Medvedev flipped that narrative with an astonishing 

display of power and creativity to secure his maiden Major trophy in his third final. The 25-year-old 
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appeared the better player coming into the match. But to beat someone so skilled at turning pursuits of 

history and record-breaking feats into prime driving forces should count among the greatest of 

achievements. Medvedev is an unconventional counter-puncher, in that he has a blistering serve. On 

Sunday, the Russian ensured that one of the greatest returners of the modern era could not lay as much 

as a racquet on many serves, and remarkably, left the master of lateral baseline movement doubting his 

own patented game. The physical and emotional toll of the past fortnight was evident in the way 

Djokovic wept towards the end, with the only solace to be had from the notoriously fickle New York 

crowd finally warming up to him. 

Things might have seemed straightforward for Djokovic. Nadal and Federer were absent and he 

had beaten a rising star for each of his last three Majors, including Medvedev in a lopsided contest in 

Australia. But to overcome three of them in succession — here Matteo Berrettini, the Wimbledon 

finalist, Alexander Zverev, who beat Djokovic en route to the Tokyo Olympics gold, and Medvedev — 

proved beyond him. This is the kind of challenge that also awaits Federer and Nadal — more advanced 

in their careers than Djokovic — as they plot their return amidst growing evidence that the next 

generation is ready to contend. The women’s game, more amiable to the young and the fledgling, still 

managed to surprise as 18-year-old British qualifier Emma Raducanu triumphed over an equally 

unheralded Canadian teenager, Leylah Fernandez. For Raducanu, whose only previous appearance at a 

Slam was at Wimbledon 2021 where she capitalised on a wild card and reached the fourth round, to go 

three full weeks without losing a set was astounding. Fernandez should hold her head high too, for she 

beat two former champions in Naomi Osaka and Angelique Kerber, and two top-five players in Elina 

Svitolina and Aryna Sabalenka, all in three-setters. Raducanu’s technically solid game and Fernandez’s 

lefty flair can only be worthy additions to the fascinating mix of playing styles that adorns women’s 

tennis. 

 

 

 stunning (adjective) – remarkable, 

extraordinary, outstanding. 

 date with history (phrase) – an event or 

occurrence, especially one which is likely to be 

momentous/historic. 

 bring down/lower the curtain on (phrase) – to 

bring an end to something. 

 lead-up to (noun) – circumstances, conditions, 

situation (before an event). 

 script (noun) – narrative. 

 lay out (phrasal verb) – set out, detail, arrange, 

outline, formulate. 

 secure (verb) – obtain, acquire, gain, win. 

 Grand Slam (noun) – it is also referred to as 

majors, are the world’s four most important 

annual tennis events. The Grand Slam consists 

of the Australian Open in Melbourne, French 

Open in Paris, Wimbledon in London, and the 

U.S Open in New York. 

 Golden Slam (noun) – (In Tennis) the 

attainment of a player winning all four Grand 

Slams and an Olympic Gold in a single calendar 

year. 

 Calendar Grand Slam (noun) – (In Tennis) a 

calendar Grand Slam is achieved when a player 

wins four consecutive Grand Slam events in 

the same calendar year. 

 tally (noun) – total, count.  

 flip (verb) – to change or reverse something 

quickly/suddenly; turn over, upend, topple 

over, upturn. 

 narrative (noun) – a representation of a 

particular situation; portrayal/account, 

script/story. 

 flip the script (noun) – change/reverse/turn 

the representation/order of a particular 

situation; do something 

unpredicted/unanticipated. 

 astonishing (adjective) – staggering, shocking, 

surprising. 

 maiden (adjective) – first. 

 pursuit (noun) – aspiration, quest, striving. 
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 feat (non) – achievement, accomplishment, 

attainment, deed/act, exploit. 

 prime (adjective) – top quality, best, flawless, 

first-class. 

 driving force (noun) – motive force, main 

factor. 

 count (verb) – consider, think, regard, view as. 

 unconventional (adjective) – unusual, rare, 

distinctive, individual, unprecedented. 

 counter-puncher (noun) – (in Tennis) a 

defensive baseliner who tries to return every 

ball and relies on the opponent making 

mistakes.   

 blistering (adjective) – very fast, very forceful, 

very strong. 

 lay (verb) – prepare, work out, think up, plan. 

 as much as (phrase) – even though, although, 

regardless of how much. 

 racquet (noun) – tennis bat. 

 remarkably (adverb) – strikingly, exceptionally, 

incredibly. 

 lateral (adjective) – sideways. 

 lateral movement (noun) – the ability to 

effectively move sideways. 

 baseline (noun) – (in Tennis) the baseline is the 

furthest line from the net. Start each point just 

behind the baseline, whether you’re serving or 

awaiting your opponent’s serve. The baseline 

is where a lot of the modern game occurs. 

 toll (noun) – adverse effect, undesirable 

consequence, detriment, harm, damage. 

 fortnight (noun) – a period of two 

weeks/fourteen days continuously. 

 in the way (phrase) – creating an 

obstacle/hindrance to something (an action). 

 weep (verb) – cry, shed tears. 

 solace (noun) – comfort, consolation, support. 

 notoriously (adverb) – infamously, ill-

reputedly, ill-famedly, noticeably (with a bad 

quality). 

 fickle (adjective) – changeable, variable, 

volatile, mercurial, unpredictable; inconstant, 

disloyal, undependable, unstable, unfaithful. 

 warm (up) to (phrasal verb) – like, become 

enthusiastic about, become supportive of, 

become excited about. 

 straightforward (adjective) – uncomplicated, 

simple, easy, effortless, undemanding, 

unexacting. 

 lopsided (adjective) – one-sided, uneven, 

unequal. 

 overcome (verb) – defeat, beat, conquer, 

triumph over, gain a victory over, win against. 

 in succession (phrase) – one after another, on 

the trot, consecutively, successively. 

 en route (adverb) – on the way. 

 beyond (adjective) – outside the physical limits 

(of someone). 

 await (verb) – wait for, expect, anticipate. 

 plot (verb) – plan, arrange, organize, lay, 

devise, frame, think up. 

 amidst (preposition) – amid, in the middle of; 

during. 

 contend (verb) – compete, challenge, vie, 

contest. 

 amiable (adjective) – friendly, affable, cordial. 

 fledgling (noun as modifier) – emerging, 

beginning, developing (inexperienced person). 

 triumph (verb) – prevail, win, succeed. 

 unheralded (adjective) – unknown, unfamiliar, 

new; not previously notified, expected, not 

acclaimed. 

 capitalise on (verb) – take advantage of, use, 

make use of, benefit from. 

 wild card (noun) – special opportunity, 

permission (to play in a sports tournament 

without playing qualifiers). 

 hold one’s head high (phrase) – to be proud 

(of yourself); to be confident, to not feel 

ashamed/embarrassed. 

 flair (noun) – talent, instinct, ability, skill. 

 worthy (adjective) – admirable, praiseworthy, 

laudable, commendable, deserving, 

meritorious, creditable. 

 fascinating (adjective) – interesting, 

captivating, engaging, thrilling. 

 adorn (verb) – grace, beautify, enrich, 

decorate
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